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plowed for crops. These “soddies” were 
naturally infected with all kinds of vermin 
ranging from insects to snakes and 
inherently dirty. However, it was better than 
living in the open. 

Another challenge came from the 
established ranchers whose cattle grazed on 
expansive stretches of government land now 
open to settlement. Clashes between the 
newcomers and the cattlemen were 
inevitable and often violent. 

When Richard Bascombe does reappear, he 
is with his second wife Emily and his 
daughter from his first wife, Lydia. They 
lived outside of North Platte  to the 
northeast where Richard worked as a 
carpenter and a farmer. He and his wife 
planted 100 apple trees in an effort to 
improve upon their land according to the 
homestead act. 

Before long, land ownership issues developed between Richard Bascombe and Robert 
“Jeff” Long and Eugene Myers in 1885.  Jeff Long began encroaching on Richard 
Bascombe’s land, possibly to graze his cattle. Land issues were a fairly common issue 
in the 1880’s and almost always ended with a judge making a ruling regarding property 
lines and acreage. However, in this case, the story ends with a tragedy.  

Bascombe wrote a letter to the Land Grant office in Washington  to justify his property 
lines in a legal case before the United States Land Office. He informed Long that he 
was doing this, and Long told him he would die if he pursued the case.  

On April 2, 1885, Bascombe was notified that he had the correct property boundaries. 
On the evening that Richard was notified, a fire broke out in his house, and he and his 
wife Emily burned to death. 

However, the coroner’s jury investigating the fire found several facts pointing to murder 
and arson, rather than a tragic accident. Some of the more odd or suspicious facts that 
indicated foul play were:  

 Richard Bascombe was wearing 3 shirts at the time of his death;  

 An excessive amount of blood was found on the floors and walls of their barn;  

 Very little of Mrs. Bascombe's body was found except a broken pelvis and 
vertebrae from her back; the bones were found burned to a degree that does not 
seem possible in an ordinary house fire 

Long spent 3 years in the North Platte log cabin jail awaiting trial. He was convicted, 
but an appeal overturned the guilty conviction. Long sore that Myers committed the act 
and that he was an accomplice. Long was eventually released and within two years, he 
purchased Bascombe’s land. Myers fled the country.  

Justice was not served in this case. Bascombe was 62 when he died. 



Richard Bascombe 

Portrayed by Bill Kackmeister 
 

Richard Bascombe was born in England in 1823. He married his first wife Ann in 
England. There they had two children, Sarah and Frederick. Then in 1854, he and his 
family came to America. Another two children were born, Lydia and Francis (Frank). 
They lived in Rome, New York. 

Richard enlisted on August 
26, 1862, in the 50th 
Company Engineer 
Regiment from New York 
and served in the Union 
Army during the Civil War. 
On December 11, 1862, 
Richard’s company laid 
five pontoon bridges across 
the Rappahannock River 
under heavy fire.  He was 
wounded while performing 

his duties. After recovering from his 
injuries, he was promoted to full 
corporal on December 27, 1862, and 
then to Full Sergeant on March 16, 
1864. 

On April 17, 1864, the confederacy 
fought to regain ports at Plymouth, 
North Carolina. Richard was captured 
there as a prisoner of war on April 20, 
1864. He was released from the 50th 
Company and promoted to 2nd 
Lieutenant on March 26, 1865, in the 38th 
Infantry Regiment of Colored Troops. Richard was discharged from military service on 
June 14, 1865. 

By 1870, Richard had reunited with his wife Ann and his four children in Rome, New 
York. He found work as a carpenter. 

Researchers lost track of Richard and his family from 1870-1881; however, it is likely 
that he and his family made their way westward.   

The end of the Civil War unleashed a migration of thousands of expectant pioneers who 
crossed the Mississippi River to the plains, lured by the government’s promise of 160 of 
free land to any who could homestead it for five years. It was a hard life and a 
precarious existence that began as soon as the settlers arrived.  

Those who migrated to the Nebraska plains were forced to build their homes out of 
slabs of sod, carved from the almost treeless landscape. The exposed soil was then 

50th NY Engineering Regiment—Civil War 

United States Colored Troops (USCT) 

Annie Cook 

Portrayed by Carolyn Clark 
 

Anna Mary Petske “Annie” was born 
in July of 1873. Her parents 
immigrated from Russia and moved to 
Denver, Colorado.  Upon arriving in 
Denver, they opened a livery stable.  

In 1895, Annie married a man named Frank Cook from Hershey, Nebraska. After 
arriving at the farm, Annie quickly became dissatisfied with the land. She devised a plot 
to make more money, so she could buy the land from her neighbors, thereby doubling 
the size of her farm and acreage. Annie knew just how to manipulate and exploit those 
around her for her own selfish gain.  

In 1896, Annie gave birth to a daughter, Clara. Annie's daughter was just another 
employee, as far as Annie was concerned. As soon as Clara was old enough, Annie put 
her to work in a prostitution house that Annie had acquired in many business dealings. 
Clara developed her mother’s desire for money, wealth, and the finer things in life as 
well.  They frequently fought over money. Their relationship was a disaster waiting to 
happen.  

From the book “Evil Obsession” by Nellie Snyder Yost: 

Liz said “You won’t believe this, but Annie just killed Clara.” 

“How?” said Joe. 

“Well, they’d been fighting all morning,” Liz replied, picking her words 
carefully. “Finally, Clara yelled to Annie, “I don’t give a damn what you do, 
and she run outta the kitchen to the yard, here. Then Annie grabbed the lid lifter 
off the stove and run after her. I come out, too, and I 
saw Annie throw the lifter at Clara. It hit her right 
here,” Liz put her hand to the right side of her head, 
a little toward the back, then paused again, as if it 
were hard for her to find the right words to go on. 

“Well, then Clara begins to run around this tree, 
around and around, two or three times, like a 
chicken with it’s head cut off, and then she just fell 
down, dead. 

However, the North Platte Bulletin Newspaper reported: 
“A victim of tragic error. Clara Cook, age 38, died 
yesterday morning when an inmate at the Poor Farm 
prepared a dose of disinfectant (Lysol) for her, thinking 
it was the medicine she had requested.”  

No inmate or person was ever prosecuted for her death. 

Clara Cook died at age 38 on May 29, 1934. Clara Cook  with her 
mother Annie Cook. 



Frances Cecelia DeRolf 

Portrayed by Lois Lynes-Miles 
 

 

Frances Cecelia DeRolf was 
born on December 1, 1903, to 
John and Katherine DeRolf. 
She was one of four children.  
Frances’ father, John was a 
water commissioner in good 
standing. He was honored and 
respected by everyone in the 
community. The DeRolf 
family were all devout 
Catholics. They lived at 421 
West 2nd Street in North 
Platte, Nebraska. 

Frances was a bright young woman, and she graduated from North Platte High School 
in 1921. Frances met and married LaClede Stevens on September 7, 1926. Stevens was 
a bakery owner and operator. The first few years of the marriage were unstable, and 
Stevens began threatening Frances. Eventually, the threats became beatings and then the 
beatings became more and more violent. Rumors in the community swirled that he was 
an alcoholic and a gambler. 

Frances eventually moved back into her father’s home. She was frightened by Stevens’ 
actions and the family routinely locked the doors and windows of the home.  

On the night of January 19, 1934, Stevens gained access to the DeRolf residence by 
breaking the glass out of the front door. He reached inside to unlock the door and 
immediately shot to death John DeRolf. 

Frances was in the parlor and tried to run. Stevens demanded that she leave with him. 
She ran into the kitchen and tried to hide behind the stove. Stevens shot her dead. 
Frances Cecelia DeRolf-Stevens died that evening on January 19, 1934, age  31. 

After the shootings, Stevens drove to Colorado. He was very drunk and had a car 
accident. Once there, he secured lodging at a boarding house. The next morning, the 
Sheriff arrested him. Stevens gave up easily and handed over the gun. Stevens testified 
that he had no knowledge of his actions after 4pm on the day of the murders. 

LaClede Stevens was tried and found guilty for the murder of John and Frances DeRolf.  

He was sentenced to life at hard labor and ordered to pay all court costs. After serving 
35 years in the Nebraska State Penitentiary,  Stevens, age 50, was granted a parole. 
Present at the Board of Pardons hearing were members of the Stevens family. Attorney 
George B. Dent Jr., Mayor of North Platte attended the hearing and presented a petition 
bearing 1,000 names of North Platte residents, protesting his petition for commutation 
and parole. 

Stevens died in Twin Falls, Idaho, on October 13, 1970, at age 75. 

Kate Manning 

Portrayed by Shelly Deardoff 
 

Kate Manning was born in 1844.  Because of 
excessive probate legislation, it is unclear if her real 
name was Katherine McManus or Kate Manning. 

Researchers do know that she and her brother Peter 
moved across the United States, from New York to 
North Platte in the 1860’s.  She owned a saloon on 
Front Street and was found murdered on her land 
claim on April 9, 1871. 

From the beginning, Kate’s death on her land claim 
was clearly a murder. She was well known and 
respected and had no enemies. Major William 
Woodhurst was Sheriff at that time, and he quickly 
investigated the case.  

Her body was found covered in blood lying about 
one hundred yards from her tent. The cause of death 
was fatal bullet wounds. One bullet passed 
completely through the body just above the left 
breast, and the other passed through her head. 

From the appearance of the tent, it seemed that the 
murderer must have gained access to the interior 
before he was discovered.  Once awakened, Kate 
shot her revolver, as there were three empty 
chambers. Her body also had bruising around the throat and a large lump on her head 
where she must have been bludgeoned at some point during the struggle.   

The ground around the camp was examined, and a strange footprint was found. Because 
of her brother’s deformed foot, it was determined that the footprint belonged to him.  

A mob formed and wanted to lynch Peter Manning for the murder of his sister.  The 
Sheriff kept him safe and moved him from the jail out to Fort McPherson. Peter 
maintained his innocence and was found not guilty during the trial, which was held in 
Grand Island. 

Kate’s murderer was never found and is 
still an unsolved crime. Kate Manning 
was 27 years old when she was 
murdered. 

Of Note: Kate Manning was the first 
woman buried in the “new” North Platte 
Cemetery. Manning was originally 
buried in the old downtown cemetery 
located near 4th & Vine, and then moved 
to the “new” cemetery, which was 
formed in 1872. 



Stephen Frazier 

Portrayed by David Breaker 
 

Stephen Frazier was born on January 23, 1856, in 
Nickelsville, Virginia, to Solomon and Elizabeth 
Frazier. He had five sisters and three brothers. 
On March 20, 1880, Stephen married Ella Mary 
Conger in Red Cloud, Nebraska. Ella and Stephen 
had six sons and one daughter.  They lived and 
farmed near Plainville, Kansas.  

In the summer of 1911, Stephen and his family 
moved to North Platte. He was a good farm helper, 

and it looked like he would be able to 
pick up some work on adjoining 
farms helping with the fall haying and 
harvesting. 

On September 24, 1911, Stephen had 
been working in the Ben Layton hay 
camp which was located about 4 
miles southeast of Maxwell. Louis 
Jensen and Frazier decided to drive 
twenty miles south to look at some cattle that they were considering purchasing. After 
they passed through the Box Elder canyon (some 15 miles), they got out of the buggy 
and took a drink of liquor they had with them.  

Jensen had always loved beautifully matched horses, and it flashed through his mind 
how easy it would be for him to kill Frazier and take possession of his team. Before he 
could think twice, he picked up his gun while Frazier’s back was to him and he fired. 
Frazier fell dead without a struggle, the charge entering the rear of his head. Jensen 
kicked the corpse from the buggy and returned to camp.  That evening, he snuck out, 
picked up the body and drove it to the bank of the North Platte river. Jensen dug a hole 
and buried Frazier’s body. 

When Jensen drove the beautiful team of horses alone, Frazier’s absence caused 
suspicion. The Sheriff quickly placed Jensen under arrest, and Louis Jensen quickly 

confessed. The confession included the 
location of the body, which was 
recovered.   

Judge H. W. Grimes sentenced Louis 
Jensen to life in prison.  Jensen 
showed no regret or remorse during 
the sentencing. 

Stephen Frazier was 55 years old at the 
time of his death. 

Stacking Hay in the 1900’s. 

Thomas Grimes 

Portrayed by Jason Gale 
 

In November 1874, there was an election 
held for the office of Sheriff in Hitchcock 
County, Nebraska. Thomas Grimes ran 
against Galen E. Baldwin.  

Grimes and Baldwin both had exactly 13 
votes each and the County Commissioners 
had to decide between the two men. Baldwin 
got the vote. Presumably because there was a 
gang of horse thieves run by a man by the 
name of Tom Grimes, and his gang made 
threats to the voters in Hitchcock county.  

The failure to win as Sheriff inspired Grimes 
move to North Platte. He went into 
partnership with Michael Fillion to operate a 
restaurant. The partnership didn’t last long 
and after feuding for several months, they 
dissolved the partnership. What complicated 
the matter was that Grimes and Fillion had 
stored ice in a building, intending to use it for 
their joint restaurant business. 

Supposedly, Grimes took some ice from the 
storehouse that the two had shared. Grimes 
insisted he had paid for the ice, so it was his. 

Fillion claimed he owned half of it and kept using the ice in his restaurant. Fillion and 
Grimes argued viciously over the ice. Grimes, at the end of his rope, changed the lock 
on the ice house door. In retaliation, Fillion nailed a board across the door so nobody 
could get into the ice house.  

Grimes had three kegs of beer cooling in the ice house for a big Fourth of July 
celebration. The Fourth of July fell on a Sunday in 1875, so the town planned on 
celebrating on Monday, July 5, 1875. When Grimes found his way into the ice house 
blocked, he went to an attorney and asked what legal course he could take. Since he 
owned the ice, he was advised to pry the board off, but be prepared for trouble. So, 
Grimes ripped off the board and began to get the cold beer kegs out of the building.   

Seeing what was going on, Fillion picked up a loaded rifle and shot Grimes in the right 
side of his chest. Grimes died almost immediately. After the shooting, Fillion turned 
himself into Sheriff Alex Struthers, who placed him under arrest and put him in the 
county jail. Fillion pled not guilty. 

Two juries convicted Fillion of the murder, and the grand jury sentenced him to hang by 
the neck until dead. Fillion appealed. Days before he was set to be hanged, the 
Governor of Nebraska commuted his sentence. After 13 years in prison, Fillion’s 
sentence was commuted to time served and he was freed.  

Thomas Grimes was the first murder to take place in Lincoln County. 



James Gaston Frederici 

Portrayed by Justin Morgan 
 

 
James Gaston Frederici was born May 24, 
1891 to Frank and Mary Frederici. He was one 
of 11 children. 

The Halligan and Frederici families were 
neighbors and got along fairly well, except for 
James. James exhibited some odd and 
threatening behavior towards Tom and Myra 
Halligan, Clyde’s father and mother. On May 
20, 1920, some 42 days before James died at 
the hand of Clyde Halligan, James attacked 
Tom Halligan, causing bruising and cuts on 
Halligan’s face and head. Tom Halligan filed a 
charge of assault and battery against James 
Frederici and this prompted a sanity hearing. A 
sanity committee pronounced Frederici sane 
and the county court sentenced him to 30  days 
in jail for the assault. 

James accused Mrs. Halligan (Myra) of talking 
ill of him and his family. On July 2, 1930, 
James went to the Halligan farm and tried to 
gain access into the Halligan home, 
presumably with the intent to kill Mrs. 

Halligan. Clyde Halligan shot James Frederici twice.  The first shot went into his leg 
and the second shot hit Frederici in the face, blinding him in both eyes and severely 
wounding him in the head. 

After James had been shot, Tom Halligan pulled Frederici’s car next to him to provide 
some shade and Mrs. Halligan tried to give James comfort,  by propping his head up 
with some clothing, and Harvey Halligan went to get a doctor. James Frederici died the 
following day from the gunshot wounds in a North Platte Hospital. He was 39 years old. 

James Frederici 

couple had a quarrel and that she had gone to visit 
relatives for a while. But George was emotional and spoke 
eloquently about the fragile loveliness of his missing wife. 
The Sheriff began to systematically check stores they had 
visited, as well as speak to family and others who may 
have seen her. And after speaking to their landlady, St. 
Clair’s stories about his perfect marriage began to unravel.  

The Sheriff confronted St Clair about the discrepancies in 
his stories and put him in jail whilst the police continued 
their investigation. Three days after reporting the 
disappearance of June St. Clair, Sheriff Salisbury got a 
full confession from George St. Clair.  

 
“I knew I would be out of a job in November and I had to do something. Nobody 
wanted me. There wasn’t any use in looking for another job. I knew the only way out 
was to kill June so things would be easier for her.” 
 
George had tried to kill her several times over the past two months, 
but just couldn’t bring himself to commit the act. But finally, he 
found the strength to kill her. They drove out into the country by the 
airport on East 4th Street, because they were going to pick apples for 
June to preserve. They pulled off the road and when June refused to 
give him a kiss, George grabbed her by the throat and began 
strangling her. When June didn’t fight back, he pushed 
her body into the back seat and decided to bury her on 
June’s parents’ homestead farm, some 25 miles north of 
North Platte. Once he confessed, he took the Sheriff 
straight to where he buried her body in the dead of 
night. 

St. Clair signed a full confession. He plead not guilty by reason of insanity. His trial 
began on October 21, 1929, and lasted eight days. The jury found him guilty and 
sentenced him to life imprisonment at the State Penitentiary in Lincoln.  George died in 
March of 1939 in the prison’s hospital.  

June St. Clair died September 28, 1929, at age 18. Her grave was unmarked until her 
story was highlighted in the North Platte Telegraph and North Platte Bulletin 
newspapers during the first Cemetery Tour in 2006.  Between public donations and her 
family’s contributions, enough 
money was finally raised to give 
June St. Clair a proper headstone.  

Tour Note: We are gratified that 
our attention through the Cemetery 
Tour resulted in this head stone.  

It is of note that this story was so 
sensational in 1929, that three  
different Detective magazines wrote 
feature stories during the 1930’s.  

Sheriff Salisbury 



June St. Clair 

Portrayed by Suzanne Deardoff 
 

June Andrews was born on  September 19, 1911, 
in Bonners Ferry, Idaho, to Fay and June Andrews. 
She had four sisters and two brothers; she was the 
eldest child. She married George St. Clair, with her 
mother’s consent in Pontiac, Michigan on February 
13, 1929. Although her father did not oppose the 
marriage, he was concerned because St. Clair was 
a divorced man and he urged June to continue her 
education. In June of 1929, George and June 
moved to North Platte, Nebraska.  

George quickly found work icing down rail cars at 
the Pacific Fruit Express Company. They moved 
into a quaint small home. By late summer, June 
confided in George that she was pregnant and due 
in November 

Shortly after 10 o’clock on Monday, September 30, 1929, George St Clair reported to 
Sheriff Salisbury that his wife June was missing. In fact, he thought that she had run off 
with another man. The Sheriff thought this quite odd, given her pregnant condition.  

The Sheriff took June’s disappearance seriously, but thought that perhaps the young 

Home at 221 N Elm St where  
George and June rented  

an apartment. 

Clyde Horace Halligan 

Portrayed by Ben Bartholomew 
 

Clyde Horace Halligan “Nibs” was born to Thomas and Myra Halligan on July 30, 
1905. He was one of fourteen children: LeRoy, Ezra, Baby (died hours after being 
born), Lloyd (known as Hap or Happy), First Set of Twins: Hilda and Herbert, Second 
set of Twins: Claude (Buck) and Clyde (Nibs), Irene, Letha, Third Set of Twins: Harvey 
and Harley, Ethel and finally Don. The homestead was a short distance, perhaps a 
quarter mile to the North Platte River to the north and the closest neighbors were about 
a mile away, the Cody ranch.  

On July 2, 1930, James Frederici, the Halligan Family’s life-long neighbor drove up 
ranting and raving that Mrs. Halligan (Myra) had said disparaging things about him. 
According to the Halligan Family history: 

James was the local “character,” whacko, but harmless. He neglected his farm and 
irritated everyone with efforts to start arguments over the bible (which he read 
thoroughly and carefully). After an altercation in May 1930, where James beat Tom 
Halligan, James was arrested. Fearing for their family’s safety, the Halligans got a 
court order to have James take an insanity test. The court ruled that he was no threat to 
anyone and should be free.  

In late June, Jim drove his car into our yard, Nibs saw him get out, pick up his double-
barreled shotgun, reach into his pocket for two shells and stuff one in each chamber. 
Nibs hurried to get our own 16-gauge and when Jim made a movement towards the 
house, Nibs called, “Stop right there! Don’t come any closer!” Jim raised his gun, but 
Nibs shot first and hit him in the legs. Jim’s shot went wild, he was down on his knees, 
but he tried a second shot. Nibs fired too and this time the shot went into Jim’s head. 

Minutes after the shooting, the County Sheriff had arrived. Clyde’s brother Don saw 
Frederici’s car driving north on the road to their house. He saw the car stop and the 
driver get out, toss a rope over the telephone wires, pull them down and cut them. Don 

knew something terrible was going to happen and 
went to a neighbors farmhouse (where the 
telephone was still usable); he tried to warn his 
family, but could not get through. So he then 
called the Sheriff  for immediate help. 

Clyde turned himself over immediately to 
authorities. A Coroner's inquest was held and they 
determined that Clyde Halligan shot James 
Frederici in self defense and he was found 
innocent.  

Clyde went on to live and work in North Platte. 
He married Mary Marie Spady and they had two 
children, Wesley and Donna. Clyde worked for 33 
years for the Union Pacific Railroad as a 

fireman/oiler. He was a member of the Union 
Pacific Oldtimers Club #8.  Clyde died on 
December 6, 1987 of a heart attack at age 82. 

Halligan Family, Circa 1925. 
Back Row: Leroy, Lloyd, Clyde, Claude 

Middle Row: Ethel, Isabelle, Harley, 
Hilda, Letha 

Front Row: Don, Tom, Myra, Harvey 



Noah Franklin Harrison 

Portrayed by Andrew D. Lee 
 

Noah Franklin Harrison was born August 
3, 1892 in Julesburg, Colorado, to Edward 
and Susan Harrison. He had three brothers 
and one sister. When Noah was seventeen 
years old, his family moved to North 
Platte. He quickly found employment as a 
brakeman for the Union Pacific Railroad; 
and got married to Annette K. Smithers. 
They had no children together.  

The railroad had some tough financial years 
in the early 1930’s, so Noah went to work 
with his brother-in-law in the mercantile 
business and then as a patrolman for the City 
of North Platte.  

Once Noah became a patrolman, he was 
stationed on the north side of town.  He was 
highly respected and considered a good 
officer. During one incident, he stopped a 
trio of men (Joy Crow, Charles Robinson and 
I. Chapman) driving a car without their 
headlights on. 

They had stolen a carload of sugar from a 
Union Pacific boxcar with the intent to make 
alcohol. They shot Noah, but he did not die 
immediately.  Shot through his left lung, he 
survived long enough to identify two of the 
three men. After hours of interrogation, Joy 
Crow confessed to being the shooter, and all 
pled guilty. Judge Niley sentenced Joy Crow to a life sentence of 99 years without 
parole and the other two, were each sentenced to 10 years in prison. The case never 

went to trial as it was 
questionable if an impartial 
jury could be found. 

Noah Harrison died April 21, 
1933. Sadly, prohibition was 
repealed in December 1933, 
some eight months too late for 
Noah.  He was 40 years old 
when he was killed.  

Mamie Catherine Carter 

Portrayed by Amanda Hahn. 
 

Mamie Catherine Carter was born on December 11, 1908, in Fonda, Iowa, to Edward 
and Jessie Carter. 

Shortly after her mother was killed by a tornado in Iowa, Catherine and her father 
moved to North Platte, Nebraska. Although both were living in North Platte, they 
resided in different homes. Catherine quickly found work as a waitress in a local 
restaurant. She was pretty, popular, and quickly began dating Kenneth Lanham, a 
University of Nebraska student. 

On October 19, 1928, she got off work around 11:00 PM, and nobody saw them for the 
next two days.  Townspeople speculated that the two may have run off to get married in 
Kansas, since they had been together every night for the past two weeks. 

A friend decided to go looking for the couple and found them at the lake near Mill Park 
(current day Curtis, Nebraska). Catherine had been shot three times and was found 
sitting upright in the car. Lanham was found lying on the ground just outside the 
driver’s door. Lanham was alive but seriously injured. His body was positioned as if he 
had been trying to get away, and he had a revolver in his hand. Six shots had been fired 
from the gun.  

Lanham was quickly taken to the hospital and then moved to his father’s home in Curtis 
to recuperate. He had serious head trauma.  

Rumors swirled that a farmhand who had been sweet on Catherine had threatened her if 
she “stepped out” on him. Others speculated that Lanham killed the girl. Still others 
thought this might have been a suicide pact gone wrong. The Sheriff never found any 
jealous farmhands or prior boyfriends. He interrogated Lanham vigorously and 
eventually got a confession from him. He arrested Kenneth Lanham for the murder of 
Catherine Carter.  

In February 1929, Lanham’s murder trial 
began. The jury could not agree to a 
verdict even after 22 hours of 
sequestration. In June 1929, a second trial 
took place. During this trial, court officials 
took the entire jury to the lake at Mill Park 
in order to recreate the crime. The 
attorneys argued vehemently about 
whether or not Lanham’s confession was 
forced since it was taken while he was 
recuperating from traumatic head injuries. 
This second jury deliberated four hours 
and returned a not guilty verdict. 

Catherine Carter died at age 19. Her 
murder is still unsolved and the events of 
that fateful evening are still a mystery. 


